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POURTALES COLLECTION
WHEN MACHINE-MADE MEETS CRAFT

 It’s often said that a piece of furniture adds the finishing touch to an architectural 
project. We believe furniture makes the architecture.

The Pourtalès Collection is the second line of furniture created in collaboration by architect 
Agathe Labaye and artist Florian Sumi. 

Imagined in 2018, the first was baptized Le Salon and was striking in both its radicality and 
sculptural qualities. It consisted of a series of four, one-off seats, all of which were conceived 
in collaboration with the leather artist, Dragovan, which has been exhibited at Collectible in 
Brussels and the Lake Como Design Fair.

The Pourtalès Collection is more accessible, though no less stunning. It was initially conceived 
for the five-star Hôtel de Pourtalès in Paris and embodies the couple’s signature approach: an 
unrelenting desire to bring together an industrial aesthetic with that of craftsmanship.

To this end, they called upon the renowned Belgian marble specialist, Van Den Weghe, to 
create coffee tables, consoles, desks and benches, fitted with lacquered-metal legs. They also 
solicited the French Maître d’art Pierre Bonnefille to devise special finishes and textures for 
specific pieces, which glitter and sparkle in the sunlight.

DATE
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PROJECT TEAM AND SOURCES
Van Den Weghe, Atelier Pierre 
Bonnefille, Brionne Industrie

CLIENT
No Address, France

COLLECTION
71 Pieces
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Double Table P • 1 
h43 x 150 x 110 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Table P • 2 
h35,5 x 90 x 60 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs

How would you describe your respective styles?
Agathe Labaye: It’s difficult to say because we draw everything together, we design together, 
and we oversee the production together.
Florian Sumi: I think we both share the characteristic of being passionate about many different 
aesthetic languages from very different eras, and we like to create strong links between them. 
For instance, I’m very much steeped in the world of science.

What was the starting point for this collection?
AL: It was originally to furnish the hotel. We have a real interest in the international-style 
hotels, which spread throughout Europe and the States after World War II, when architects 
designed everything from the actual building right down to the furniture. They did it in an 
extremely rationalist fashion, which became a standard.
FS: We thought, for example, of Gio Ponti’s Parco dei Principi hotel in Sorrento. In the same 
way, our collection was conceived for a specific space with the aim that it would create a 
harmonious whole. We adopted a similar standardized approach, but with a little more 
sophistication.

Why the desire to combine both an industrial and craft aesthetic?
AL: Everything we develop industrially is extremely rationalized. It is the structural part, if you 
like, which serves as a support for a more expressive element produced by craftsmanship.
FS: The industrial processes that we implement seem very elementary in appearance. We are 
not looking for an aesthetic of technical innovation. As Agathe said, the first is structural and 
the second expressive. Our approach is to reveal the signs of the technique, by emphasizing 
the assembly. The complexity lies in the supposed simplicity of the composition and we 
express this by small details, which we custom-design for every item.

Why did you particularly want to work with marble?
FS: Stone is an extremely expressive material and we chose the slabs with the idea that they 
would be like a painting, a kind of landscape. The structures are designed in an extremely 
basic fashion, yet sophisticated, to support the pieces of marble, almost like a painting on an 
easel.

How about the colour palette?
AL: It was developed in accordance with the project as a whole. It corresponds to the hues 
throughout the hotel, which are calm but assertive, natural, earthy, vegetal… In total, we used 
41 different tones in the collection.

Why the collaboration with Pierre Bonnefille?
AL: We were looking for a third material, which could converse with the thermo-lacquering and 
marble. Pierre has a very personal way of creating materials that are almost an embodiment 
of a deep, pulsating colour by combining chalk powders and pigments. We used them on both 
the bedside tables, as well as some of the side tables.

This collection is rather different from the first one you created together, Le Salon, 
which was more conceptual and less conventional.
FS: It’s true that for Le Salon, we had less constraints because it wasn’t commissioned for a 
specific space or purpose. But, whatever the design, our modus operandi is identical. One 
hallmark of our work is always keeping visible the elements that connect the different parts 
of a piece of furniture. We design each screw, each bolt, and they in turn become stylistic 
elements. Take the desk in the Pourtalès collection, which consists of two parts—the tubular 
base and the top. They are linked by precisely designed solid stainless-steel struts, which act 
as a counterpoint to the trajectory of the tube. It’s a typical example of how the way things are 
assembled dictates our aesthetic.
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Table P • 1 
h35,5 x 90x 60 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Round table P • 2 
h38,5 x 80 x 80 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Round table P • 1 
h38,5 x 80 x 80 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Side Table P • 1 
h55 x 40 x 40 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Side Table P • 2 
h55 x 40 x 40 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Side Table P • 3 
h55 x 40 x 40 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Side Table P • 4 
h55 x 40 x 40 cm | Atelier Pierre Bonnefille bespoke finish top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Nightstand P • 1 
h56 x 40 x 42 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs, wood with Atelier Pierre Bonnefille 
bespoke finish
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Nightstand  P • 2 
h56 x 40 x 42 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs, wood with Atelier Pierre Bonnefille 
bespoke finish

Nightstand  P • 3 
h56 x 40 x 42 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs, wood with Atelier Pierre 
Bonnefille bespoke finish
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Console P • M • 1 
h88 x 110 x 35 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Console  P • L • 1 
h88 x 140 x 35 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Console P • L • 2 
h88 x 140 x 35 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Console P • XL • 2 
h89,5 x 180 x 45 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Console P • XL • 2 
h89,5 x 180 x 45 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Console P • XL • 1 
h89,5 x 180 x 45 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Console P • XL • 3  
h89,5 x 180 x 45 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Desk P • 1 
h73 x 120 x 70 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Mies Bench • 1 
h46 x 138 x 40 cm | marble top, lacquered stainless-steel legs
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Thoronet Bench • 1  
h48,6 x 145 x 40 cm | upholstered seat, lacquered stainless-steel legs



7, Rue de Lancry - 75010 Paris
contact@agathelabaye.com

+33 6 68 85 40 34 - +33 6 60 34 06 22
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AGATHE LABAYE is an architect, FLORIAN SUMI is a visual artist. 
After a career in their respective fields, they began their collaboration in spring 2018, first around 
the object for a first collection of furniture Le Salon.
 
They are joining forces for the first time in an architectural project with the completion of the 
Hôtel de Pourtalès in 2019, for which furniture and space are one.
The jewellery store Statement recently achieved in Paris is another example.
 
Convinced that the architect is the craftsman of scales and passionate about a multitude 
of languages   and eras due to their distinct environments - art and architecture, each project 
allows them to open a stylistic subject and a modus operandi of its own. They are currently 
realizing a hairdressing salon in Paris, developing a concept of co-living residences, fitting 
out the space of a Parisian association and building several projects for private residences. 
 
The emblematic approach of the duo: a desire to combine industrial vocabulary with that of 
craftsmanship, initially with the desire to reveal the signs of technique, by visually supporting 
construction codes. The industrial element developed as a support that will accommodate the 
expressive element resulting from the work of craftsmanship.
Their stamp is therefore to reveal the mechanics that bind the elements together.
 
Aesthetically, they prefer the precision of detail to the spectacular, and are attached to the notion 
of permanence.


